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focuses	on	media	technologies	and	innovation,	and	he	has	published	in	Visual Communication Quarterly, 
































justify	participation	 capture	only	 fragments	of	 the	 experience,	 and	participation	 involves	






































































53The Soft Power of Ephemeral Communities
Sands	tower,	which	started	in	1963	and	took	five	years	to	complete,	adopted	similar	curvy	forms.	

























































Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas, in	which	authoritarianism	and	paranoia	are	pharmaceutically	







55The Soft Power of Ephemeral Communities
1979–2003: GROWING UP TOGETHER: BIG CITY, BIG TECH, BIG CONVENTIONS
The	population	of	Clark	County	(Las	Vegas	and	the	surrounding	area)	grew	dramatically	
from	about	8,500	people	in	1930	to	463,000	in	1980	to	two	million	in	2000.26	During	this	period,	
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